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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT EXPLAINED
The primary source of income for our and most local Parish Councils comes from 
the Precept, part of the Council Tax collected by Peterborough City Council. Parish 
councils do not receive any direct funding from central government and so the 
precept is a hugely important part of a parish council’s income.

WHAT IS A PRECEPT?
The Parish Council receives a small proportion of the local Council Tax. It does not 
receive any direct funding from Central Government. The funding collected (called 
the Precept) pays for the running of the parish council and the services it provides.

HOW IS IT CALCULATED?
The Parish Council makes an estimate of income and expenditure for the next 
fi nancial year, including some for future planned projects and/or unexpected 
events. It is then calculated as an amount per Council Tax Band D Property and 
added to the Council Tax Bill of all the dwellings within the Parish area.

WHAT SORTS OF THINGS IS IT SPENT ON?
This is not an exhaustive list but we make grants to local voluntary groups and 
organisations. Where appropriate parish councils have responsibility for war and 
other memorials, closed churchyards and burial grounds, bus shelters, street 
lighting, public open spaces, village halls, playing fi elds, museums and the arts, 
tourism development, litter bins and litter clearance where purchased by the parish, 
certain local charities, and allotments.

Our parish owns Orton Park Cricket ground and as such all current Parish 
Councillors are Landlords. The grounds and pavilion are currently leased to Orton 
Park Cricket Club. In addition, our parish council owns various other small pieces of 
land within the parish that require maintenance.

As an aside, all parish councils are consultees of all planning applications from 
within their parish made to the local authority (in this case Peterborough City 
Council). Additionally, we are consultees of public seating licensing.

HAS THIS WHETTED YOUR APPETITE TO BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR?
If so, we currently have vacancies, so please do contact our Parish Clerk, Alison 
Brown, for more information. A warm welcome and full training awaits you!

Everybody Needs Good Neighbours! - It’s 
time to let us know your opinion.

A big thank you to everyone who took time 
to return either online or by post the Good 
Neighbours Scheme survey found in our 
Summer Newsletter.  The survey ran until the 
end of July, so at time of writing the full results 
will not have been established. The Parish 
Council will evaluate the survey outcome in 
September, and we will publish the results 
shortly after.

If you completed the survey, your input has 
been helpful and very much appreciated – 
Thank you!  
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INTRODUCING OUR 
NEW COMMUNITY 
CONNECTOR

JOHN MCHATTIE
My name is John McHattie and I am 
the new Community Connector for The 
Ortons and Hamptons. 

I am part of the Think Communities team 
at Peterborough City Council. We use an 
approach called Asset-Based Community 
Development (ABCD) to help strengthen 
communities and make them a better 
place to live in. This involves helping 
local residents to appreciate and have 
more pride in their community, have 
more awareness about what’s available 
locally, and to get more involved in and 
contribute more to their community.  

Training is available and we can provide 
seed funding to enable members of the 
community to take small scale social 
action. If you have an idea or want to fi nd 
out more on how we can work together, 
then please contact me on 07920 160406 
or email me at:
john.mchattie@peterborough.gov.uk

Family Voice Peterborough are a charity who put parent carers at 
the heart of all they do. First and foremost, they are a forum for local 
parent carers, working with council decision makers to co-produce 
support services for families with children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities. 

The charity also runs a sign-posting service, accessible holiday caravans and a 
local community centre at Orton Goldhay.

With the closing of the caravans and community centre during the pandemic, 
Family Voice found themselves in a fi nancial predicament. However, with 
thanks to a grant from the Orton Parish Council, they were able to cover the 
running costs of the organisation and upgrade the community centre to allow 
for covid-safe events to take place going forward. 

“We are really grateful for the support and that we have been enabled to 
continue supporting families throughout especially trying times,” said Louise 
Ravenscroft, Chief Coordinator of Family Voice Peterborough.

FAMILY VOICE PETERBOROUGH

OTHER PARISH NEWS
GRANT APPLICATIONS – are welcomed by 
OLPC from community groups. Enquiries for 
more information contact the clerk on 01733 
346483

VACANCIES – There are still vacancies for 
councillors to join our team. Please contact the 
clerk if you are interested in being co-opted 
onto the parish council where you can make 
a diff erence in your community. We welcome 
applications from all sections of the community 
over 18 years of age

MEETINGS – we meet the fi rst Thursday of the 
month (except in August) at The Herlington 
Community Centre at 7pm Public are welcome 
to attend and there is time for public questions 
at the start of the meeting.

In 2021 Orton Counselling Service is celebrating 30 
years of supporting the young people of . Hundreds 
of young people have referred themselves for 
counselling from this charity .

Qualifi ed volunteer counsellors have given many hours 
of their skills and  time to help troubled youngsters. Local 
Parish Councils have granted valuable ongoing fi nancial 
help. Truly , a cause for great celebration! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ORTON 
COUNSELLING SERVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE!

Orton Counselling Service for Young People is a registered charity no:1069212

Organisations supported by Orton 
Longueville Parish Council



Several of the parish councillors have met twice to discuss within this 
group and put into action plans to improve the biodiversity within the 
parish. 

As mentioned last time,we will be looking at all areas of the parish to see how 
we can make enhancements. 

We are also interested to hear from any residents who as a small group, would 
like to beautify/enhance an area of common ground for the enjoyment of the 
community. It could be an area that used to be tended but is now overgrown 
or an area you think could be made to look “greener”  or more attractive in 
some way for people and wildlife alike! 

The Parish Council can help to fund such initiatives so please get in touch with 
the clerk on 01733 346483.

NEWS FROM OUR BIODIVERSITY & 
ENVIRONMENT WORKING GROUP

www.ortonlongueville-pc.org.uk

BIRD BOXES 
– HAVE 
YOUR SAY!

What are the best bird boxes for 
diff erent species of birds?

Typically, there are two types of nest 
boxes - open front and small holed nest 
boxes. Open front nest boxes for birds 
like robins, blackbirds, wagtail and wrens 
really love open-fronted nest boxes.
Small-holed nest boxes attract a range of 
birds from blue tits to sparrows and even 
woodpeckers (depending on the size of 
the hole).

Which direction should a bird nesting 
box face? 

It is important to face your nest box 
somewhere between north and east 
so to create a completely bird-friendly 
environment. A south or west facing bird 
box will attract too much strong sunlight 
during the day, particularly if there are no 
trees to cover or shade it.

Your tweet….

As part of our biodiversity and green 
environment action plan we have set 
aside some monies to purchase up 
to 8 bird boxes and we are asking our 
residents to suggest which community 
area or public open space they would like 
to see the boxes located.

If you have any suggestions then please 
contact our Clerk, Alison Brown, by email, 
phone or via our website.
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     This photo of the community fl ower bed at Herlington shows how it is now weeded 
and planted for all to enjoy and look after. 

The main reason for the vast uptake of wildfl ower meadows (mini and 
full-size) is for conservation purposes.

The primary benefi ciaries of these habitats are pollinators…..bees, hoverfl ies, 
butterfl ies, and various other insects use wildfl ower meadows as local food 
sources and in turn they pollinate a variety of food crops which feed humans.

Wildfl ower meadows also benefi t other wildlife. They encourage benefi cial 
insect life that can reduce the need for herbicides/pesticides in farming and 
underpin the food chain. For example, ground nesting bird chicks – grey 
partridges etc – need animal protein for the fi rst 21 days of their lives before 
they can consume seeds; insects in wildfl ower meadows provide this, and the 
wildfl owers also provide the necessary seed. 

Also, small mammals like bats, voles, shrews will feed on the insects which will 
then support top predators such as barn owls and kestrels.

Humans also benefi t from wildfl ower meadows. Aside from cross-pollination 
of food crops, another major benefi t for humans is simply the beauty of 
experiencing wildfl ower meadows on verges, in our countryside, and in our 
gardens. It is important to note wildfl ower meadows should not be walked 
through if there is no path, which can be detrimental to wildlife.

A fi nal benefi t is that wildfl ower areas can protect watercourses by being used 
as a buff er zone and preventing run off  and spray drift – all very topical given 
the localised fl ash fl oods we experienced in early July.

If you would like to see a wildfl ower meadow/verge near you then please 
make your suggestion of location to our Clerk, Alison Brown [email: clerk@
ortonlongueville-pc.gov.uk phone: 01733 346483 website: Contact us – Orton 
Longueville Parish Council (ortonlongueville-pc.org.uk) ].

BENEFITS OF SOWING WILD 
FLOWER MEADOWS & VERGES

From a Passionate 
allotment holder....

KEEP THE WEEDS, 
KEEP THE BEES
Recent times have seen a real 
resurgence in gardening, garden centre 
sales are up and waiting lists for allotments 
across Peterborough soar. This has caused 
many new gardeners to ponder the 
question ‘is it a weed or a plant?’ and the 
answer is always another question ‘do you 
like it?’ .

A weed is only a plant in the wrong place, 
a recent gardening craze in Singapore for 
our humble dandelion proved this. These 
‘weeds’ will be successful because they 
are perfectly adapted for our climate and 
soil conditions and bring with them a host 
of wonderful pollinators that just might 
predate the aphid or greenfl y we hate and 
pollinate our fruit crops. A more sustainable 
way to garden that I would love more of us 
to embrace.

Fortunate enough to move into the parish 
recently, we allowed our new small areas 
of lawn and our fl owers beds to grow 
unchecked, and the addition few wildfl ower 
seeds collected from our previous garden 
have rewarded us over and over again.

If we can appreciate the fl ora and fauna 
that come our gardens by force of nature 
rather than being planted for just a few 
short months before the frosts come, 
its less work for us and better for local 
biodiversity.  

Helen McGlashon
Specialist teacher at Nene Park Academy, 
botanist and local allotment holder

To help the Parish Council work on improving 
the green biodiversity and environment 
within the Parish, Peterborough Hedgehog 
Hotel would like to establish where our local 
hedgehog hotspots are. 

With this information we can then plan what we can 
do to ensure our prickled neighbours live healthier 
and happy lives. If you see hedgehogs where you 
live, have regular visitors, or know where there are 
always nests being made, then please email us so 
we can build a “hoggymap”

As always, if you see a hedgehog in need, please 
contact us on social media, email, or telephone.

Peterborough Hedgehog Hotel
07592 040113. pborohedgehoghotel@gmail.com

REQUEST FROM HEDGEHOG HOTEL

Litter Picks run by 
Pride in The Ortons 
will run on the 
following dates:

Ist Saturday of the Month - 
Goldhay Centre
3rd Satrurday of the month - 
Herlington Centre
Both at 11am. All welcome. Equipment provided


